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Three early entires add colour to the rather grey picture presented in the history books of the BWI in 
the 18th Century (not to mention the routine of postal history: routes & rates):  

 

FIGURE 1 

 
 

1764: A packet letter from Beans & Cuthbert, shipping merchants in Jamaica, to the 
recently-established wine merchants Newton & Gordon in Madeira.  

The letter was sent via Philadelphia where forwarding agents Willing & Morris (not recorded by 

Rowe
1
*) ensured that it continued on its slow journey of 77 days to Madeira.  

The letter notes that the brig „Charming Sally‟ had carried 11 pipes of wine to Jamaica, arriving too 
late to avoid duty under the recently passed British Sugar Act which levied duty on sugar, wine and 
textiles imported into America.  

The 160 tonne „Charming Sally‟ was based in Jamaica from about 1739 until the American War of 
Independence, when she moved home port to Providence, Rhode Island. Her main claim to fame 
was that in June 1752 she carried a troupe of actors from England to the New World. They formed 
the first professional American Theatrical Company. 

 
  

                                                
1
 K. Rowe (1996) The Postal History and Markings of The Forwarding Agents, publ. Leonard Hartmann, 

Louisville, Kentucky.  
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FIGURE 2 

 
1771: A packet letter carried on the „Spooner‟.  

This 200 ton ship was built in Boston, 1765, and registered in Glasgow, 1767. It had 16 crew and was 
captained by Daniel Graham a merchant as well as a sea captain.  

The „Spooner‟ made regular trips between Basseterre, St. Kitts and Glasgow, carrying sugar and 
cotton, and bringing back general merchandise. The vessel was owned by Alexander Houston & Co. 
of Glasgow. Captain Graham had a store at the head of Liverpool Row, Basseterre, where he sold 
dry goods, oatmeal, “jereboams and magnums” of claret & ironware (St. Christopher Gazette, March 
2, 1776).  

The rate for this letter was 1/7d (1/- packet letter rate from 1765 + 7d within Scotland), for carriage via 
Greenock from St. Kitts to Lunga Castle, Argyllshire (pictured at www.lunga.com) home to the 
MacDougalls, a „tumultuous seafaring‟ family. The letter is from Alec McDougall to his brother, noting 
that he was well but the sugar cane had been badly burnt. 
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FIGURE 3 

 
1792: A ship letter from Simon Taylor, politician, lawyer and plantation owner2, to Stephen Fuller, a 
Jamaica agent, in London.  

The rate was 1/11d for carriage from Kingston, Jamaica to the UK, & 5d from Dover to London. This 
was part of bundle of letters charged at 6/- for transport on the „Canada‟. Simon Taylor‟s letter adds 
information to other of his correspondence held at London University‟s Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies (commonwealth.sas.ac.uk). 

This particular letter refers to the Duke of Clarence - the future William IV - who had recently left the 
West Indies after naval service & to a Captain Kimber who was unsuccessfully tried for assaulting a 
female slave en route from Africa to Grenada.  

 

The above research reminded me that the literature on British West Indies mail in the 18th Century is 
rather diverse. So I‟ve collated information from the literature & the Internet to produce the table 
below. This lists ships that are known to have carried mail to and from & sometimes between the 
British West Indies, in the 18th Century. The information summarised comes from a wide range of 
sources, but can still be extended and doubtless improved in many other ways - please do let me 
have new information by e-mail (watson@waitrose.com). For example, is it true that there is 
apparently no West Indies wreck mail recorded for the 18th Century (Hoggarth & Gwynn 2003)?  

 

Some background to the three headings below: 

 Ship owners took a rather relaxed approach when naming vessels - more than one ship with 
the same name at a given time was not unknown in the 18th Century. Indeed replacements for 
scrapped ships were often given the same name, but not always „the 2nd ‟, „the 3rd‟, etc.  

 Dates inevitably include periods when the ships were out of service or carrying mail in other 
parts of the World.  

 Source information is taken as being accurate, but more than one reference drawing on 
different information is particularly reassuring.  

I hope the list below saves postal historians a lot of work, not least in determining that a new ship or 
two can be added to this list!  

  

                                                
2
 More on Simon Taylor can be found at: www.casbah.ac.uk/cats/archive/135/ICSA00040.htm 

mailto:watson@waitrose.com
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Name of ship When BWI mail  
was carried 

Source(s) of information 
(details at end of this list) 

A   

Active 1795-6 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Falmouth packet archives 

Adamant 1791 Lowe (1968)  

Adelphi 1798-9 Foster (1968); Falmouth packet archives  

Alert 1795 Lowe (1968)  

Anna Theresa 1766-79 Foster (1968)  

Antegoe 1706-8 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Proud (2004);  Falmouth packet archives 

Antelope  1780-94 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990)   

Auckland 1779-99 Foster (1968)  Falmouth packet archives 

   

B   

Barbadoes 1705 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

H.M.S. Blanche 1792, 5 Lowe (1968)  

Bridgeman 1702,3 Britnor (1965, 1973);  Proud (2004)  

Brooke 1792, 3, 5 Lowe (1968)  

Boyd 1797 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

    

C   

Canada 1792 See above  

Caroline 1793 Foster (1968)  

Carteret 1778-80, 82-97 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990)    

Catherine & Mary 1792 Lowe (1968)  

Chesterfield 1793-7 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Brookes (2005) 

    

Colville 1790 Foster (1968)  

Colworth 1790 Falmouth packet archives 

Comet 1765-81 Foster (1968)  

Commerce 1784 Lowe (1973)  

Cotton 1705 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

Countess of Leicester 1745-9, 56, 95-7 Foster (1968); Proud (2006); Brookes (2005) 

Cumberland 1783 Falmouth packet archives 

Cygnet 1798, 9 Hancock (2008);  Watson (2008) 

   

D   

Dashwood 1787, 8, 9 Britnor(1965);Britnor (1973); 

  Lowe (1990)     

Diligence 1704, 65-81 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

[The] Dolphin 1763 Toeg (1994)  

Douglas 1775 Brookes (2005) 

Duke 1705, 35, 53-63 Foster (1968); Proud (2006); Falmouth packet archives  

Duke of Cumberland 1781-99 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990)    

Duke of York 1798 Foster (1968)  

Duncannon 1766-73 Foster (1968); Falmouth packet archives  

   

E   

Eagle 1722, 46-9, 81 Foster (1968); Proud (2006)  

(The) Elizabeth 1769 Brian Purcell (2009) Personal communication. 
Evelyn 1710, 1 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

   

F   

Falcon 1760 Foster (1968)  

Fanny 1793 Lowe (1968)  

Fawk(e)ner (Faulkener) 1745-62 Foster (1968); Lowe (1968); Proud (2006)  

Ferret 1771 Hackmey (1985) 

Friendly Cedar 1793 Lowe (1968)  

Friendship 1753 Borromeo (2001) 

Frankland 1705, 6, 11 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

   

G   

Good Intent 1762 Cavendish Philatelic Auctions 10/9/09 sale, lot 514 
Swan 1787 Magpie Auction no. 119, lot 161. 
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Name of ship When BWI mail  
was carried 

Source(s) of information 
(details at end of this list) 

Grantham 1765-8, 71-8,  
83-93, 97-9 

Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Proud (2006) 

Grenville 1764-80 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973);  Proud (2006);  Falmouth packet 
archives 

Greyhound 1781-9 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990)    

   

H   

Halifax 1788, 9, 94-9 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

Harlequin 1797 Foster (1968) 

Hendrick 1792 Richards (2005)  

Henry 1785 Lowe (1968)  

H.M.S. Hercules 1792 Lowe (1968)  

Hillsborough 1764-80 Foster (1968); Proud (2006) 

   

J   

Jamaica 1705, 6 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

Jane 1797-9 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

H.M.S. Jupiter 1790 Lowe (1968)  

Justinian 1789 Lowe (1968)  

   

K   

King William 1702-6 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

   

L   

Lady Augusta 1755, 7, 8, 60, 1 Foster (1968); Proud (2006); Watson (2009) 

Lady Hammond 1784 Lowe (1973); Proud (2003); Ludington (1978)  

Lady Hobart 1799 Foster (1968) 

Lady Jane Halliday 1791, 4 Lowe (1968)  

Liberty 1793 Lowe (1968)  

Lion 1793 Lowe (1968)  

Lord Hope 1787 Britnor (1965); Lowe (1990)    

Lord Hyde 1780-3, 6, 8, 9 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

   

M   

Mansbridge 1702, 3 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

Marlett 1711 Proud (2004) 

Marquis of Kildare 1789-99 Foster (1968);  Falmouth packet archives 

Mary 1792 Lowe (1968)  

Mary Anne 1793 Lowe (1968) 

Melford 1767 Brian Purcell (2009) Personal communication. 
Minerva 1789 Richards (2005)  

H.M.S. Minotaur 1796 Lowe (1968)  

(The) Molly 1772 Brian Purcell (2009) Personal communication. 
H.M.S. Montague  1795 Lowe (1968)  

   

N   

(The) Nancy 1778 Spink 29/4/09 sale, lot 810. 
Neptune 1799 Lowe (1968)  

N[e/i]sbit 1784 Walker (1982) 

Newcastle 1755, 7, 8, 60, 1 Foster (1968); Proud (2006)  

   

P   

Parras 1799 Lowe (1968)  

Pearle 1709 Britnor (1973) 

Penelope 1788-99 Foster (1968)  

Polly 1795 Lowe (1968)  

Porgy 1784 Lowe (1973);  Ludington (1978)  

Portland 1783-98 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990); 

  Brookes (2005)     

Prince 1703, 4 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

Prince Edward 1796-8 Foster (1968)  

Prince Ernest 1796 Britnor (1973) 

Prince George  1705-6  Britnor (1973); based at  Lisbon? [Falmouth packet 
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was carried 

Source(s) of information 
(details at end of this list) 

  archives]  

Prince William Henry 1783-95 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968);  Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990)    

Princess Amelia 1773-99 Foster (1968)  

Princess Augusta 1761, 3, 1793 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Proud (2006); Falmouth packet archives 

Princess Charlotte 1793-9 Foster (1968)  

Princess Elizabeth 1795-7 Foster (1968); Brookes (2005) Falmouth packet archives  

Princess Royal 1792-9 Foster (1968); Lowe (1968); Britnor (1973); Brookes (2005); Falmouth 
packet archives 

Princess of Wales 1796-8 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

Providence 1790 Lowe (1968)  

   

Q   

Queen 1793 Lowe (1968) 

Queen Anne 1705 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

Queen Charlotte 1780-90, 3 & 5 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Watson (2009) 

R   

Resolution 1710, 1 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

Roebuck 1782-98 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990); Falmouth 
packet archives 

Ruby 1749 Proud(2004) 

Ruckers 1799 Lowe (1968)  

    

S   

Sandwich  1781-97 Britnor (1965); Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Lowe (1990)   

H.M.S. Scipio 1797 Lowe (1968)  

Simmon[d?] 1783 Walker (1982) 

Six Islands 1705 Britnor (1973); Proud (2004) 

H.M.S Solebay 1789, 90, 92 Lowe (1968)  

Sophia 1710 Britnor (1973) 

Speedy 1779-82, 87-90 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

Spooner 1771 See above 

H.M.S Squirrel 1771 Lowe (1968)  

Stanley 1795 Britnor (1965)   

Suffolk 1764-5 Foster (1968); Proud (2006)  

Swallow 1745-9, 81-97 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973); Proud (2006) 

Swift 1779-82, 94,5 Foster (1968); Lowe (1968)  

   

T   

Tankerville 1787, 8, 9, 93-4 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

Thomas 1793 Foster (1968)  

Thynne 1772-94 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

H.M.S. Trusty 1793 Lowe (1968)  

Turner 1790-3 Lowe (1968)  

   

U   

Union  1710 Britnor (1973) 

   

V   

Vigilant 1781 Falmouth packet archives  

   

W   

Walsingham 1786-99 Foster (1968)  

Westmoreland 1790-99 Foster (1968); Britnor (1973) 

Weymouth 1776-79, 98-9 Foster (1968)  

William Pitt  1797 Britnor (1973) 

H.M.S. Woolwich 1762 Lowe (1968)  
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FURTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 
 The Tudway archives, for Parham Estates in Antigua are held at the Somerset Record Office & 

are available in microfilm format (from Microform Academic Publishers).  
 Some West Indies correspondence, from the mid-18th Century onwards, with Newton, Gordon & 

Johnston has appeared on the market in the last few years. It has also been archived at the 
University of California, Davis: 
www.lib.ucdavis.edu/dept/specol/manu-collections/manuscripts/index. 

 Royal Navy ships in the second half of the 18th Century: Michael Phillips ‘Ships of the Old Navy: 
A history of the sailing ships of the Royal Navy.’ 
www.ageofnelson.org/MichaelPhillips/index.html  
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