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FRAME 46 IRELAND - REVENUE STAMPS
Among the rarest Irish revenue stamps are those inscribed Record of Title.  Most land in 
Ireland did not have its title registered and so the purchaser would record an interest in 
the land (using the Registration of Deeds stamps) rather than having absolute title.  To 
find any of these Irish revenue stamps in fine condition is a challenge.

By tradition, the two recess printed Revenue stamps of Ireland have been attributed to Per-
kins, Bacon alone.  However, study of the evolution of the colours of one of these, the Regis-
tration of Deeds set, strongly suggests that the plates were printed from by De La Rue in their 
later period of use.  Such a conclusion is supported by the measurement of the perforations, 
which evolve from the first perforated issue, dating from about 1872, where the line perfora-
tion gauges 12½ but where the colour resembles the earlier imperforate stamps.  These are 
likely to have been printed by Perkins, Bacon and perforated at Somerset House.

The later issues from 1882 are on 20mm Anchor paper (introduced in 1881).  These stamps 
are line perf. 12, and from about 1887 are line perf. 14; the same gauges used by De La Rue 
for their Colonial stamps.  At these later periods Perkins, Bacon had no machine with this 
gauge.  Somerset House had virtually withdrawn from the business of perforating stamps with 
the sale of their Napier comb perforating machines to De La Rue in the summer of 1880.
Both the colour of the inks used and the perforation gauges support the view that these later 
issues were printed by De La Rue from the Perkins, Bacon plates. 

1882 1887

De La Rue printings - wmk. 20mm Anchor

Line perf. 12 Line perf. 14

1861 1872

Perkins, Bacon printings - wmk. Sailing Ships

Imperforate Line perf. 12½
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FRAMES 47 TO 48 PRINTER’S SAMPLE SHEETS, REPRINTS AND MISCELLANEOUS
There are numbers of printer’s sample sheets of stamps printed by Perkins, Bacon.  Many 
were made using secondary, rejected or part finished dies and are printed in a wide range 
of colours.  Their importance is arguable but they are nevertheless most attractive.

These reprints in a wide variety of colours, printed over a long period from the end of the 
nineteenth century up to the 1930s, are visually attractive.  They are relevant to the study of 
Perkins, Bacon since they show the way that the issued stamps were built up from disparate 

stock designs to form a coherent whole.  Examples of part 
completed designs or of rejected dies reveal some of the 

secrets that lie hidden 
when only considering 
the original finished
stamp.

Many of these are
printed in sheets of
multiple designs, since 
cut down.  Others are 
printed directly from
original dies.

Some Colonies, nota-
bly in North America 
and Australasia, made 
later reprints from the 
plates in their posses-
sion.

FRAMES 49 TO 50 ENGRAVED FORGERIES OF PERKINS, BACON DESIGNS

The theme of engraved stamps by Perkins, Bacon continues in the forgeries shown.  The en-
graved forgeries of George Kirke Jeffryes rank as being among the most skilful forgeries ever 
made.  They are each engraved by hand and the workmanship is of a very high standard.  Of 
lesser craftsmanship, but nevertheless considered desirable among the collector of forgeries, 
are the engraved (in fact acid etched) forgeries of Erasmo Oneglia, which have traditionally 
been identified as “Panelli” forgeries.  In fact they are all fully documented in the price lists 
issued by Oneglia at the turn of the nineteenth century and can definitely be attributed to 
him.

Ceylon Foreign Bill Plate

The two states of the plate are shown
The later one has the addition of the 
New South Wales and Natal heads

Ceylon 4d

Engraved by 
George Kirke 

Jeffryes

Ceylon 4d

Photo-etched
by Erasmo 

Oneglia
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Appendix A

The History of the Company and its Trading Names

1819 (Feb) PERKINS & BACON
Original partnership in Philadelphia.

1819 (May) PERKINS AND FAIRMAN
An agreement signed in Philadelphia between Asa Spencer, mechanician, Jacob Perkins 
and Gideon Fairman hiring Spencer for three years.

1819 (June) Party arrives in the UK with seven American engravers and printers.

1819 (Dec) PERKINS, FAIRMAN & HEATH - Charles Heath becomes a partner.
Offices at 29 Austin Friars.

1820 (Sept) Moved to 69 Fleet Street.
1820 (Oct) First investment by George Heath.
1821 (Apr) Charles Heath declared bankrupt but remains associated with the company.
1821 (Sept) Joshua Bacon is summoned from America and leaves Philadelphia on 8th September 1821.
1821 (Dec) Joshua Bacon starts work for the company.
1822 George Heath buys 25% of the shares from Perkins & Fairman.

Gideon Fairman (engraver) and Asa Spencer (engineer) return to America.

1822 (Nov) PERKINS & HEATH
1823 (Aug) Henry Petch joins the company.

1829 (Dec) PERKINS & BACON - Joshua Bacon becomes a partner.

1834 (Jul) PERKINS, BACON & PETCH - Henry Petch becomes a partner.
1838 Charles Heath declared bankrupt for the second time.
1849 (Jul) Jacob Perkins dies.
1852 (Jun) Henry Petch dies.

1853 (Mar) PERKINS, BACON & CO - Shareholders Douglas Denon Heath (George Heath’s third 
son), Henry Malden, Joshua Bacon, Margaret Ann Petch (Henry Petch’s daughter)

1863 (Oct) Joshua Bacon dies.
J. Perkins Bacon (Joshua Bacon’s son) buys the Petch shareholding. 

1866 J. Perkins Bacon now managing partner.
1887 (May) Shareholders Admiral Sir Leonard Heath, James Dunbar Heath (D.D. Heath’s nephew), 

Charles Malden (Henry Malden’s son), J. Perkins Bacon.
1888 J. Perkins Bacon retires.
1905 Company moves to Southwark Bridge Buildings.

1906 (Feb) PERKINS, BACON & COMPANY LTD - Previous Company in voluntary liquidation 
with James Dunbar Heath as liquidator.  Directors James Dunbar Heath, Douglas Leonard 
Heath, Charles Rynd.

1935 (Dec) Company ceases to trade and goes into voluntary liquidation.  Archives and records pur-
chased by Charles Nissen & Co Ltd in association with Harry Nissen and Thomas Allen.
Certain philatelic aspects and most of the records sold to The Royal Philatelic Society Lon-
don.  Bank note records were retained by the Nissen family.

1935 PERKINS BACON LTD. – NEW COMPANY BUT NO RELATION
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Appendix B

The Perkins Bacon Stamp Printing Contracts
& the use by other printers of the Perkins Bacon plates

Start Date Country Type of Contract Contract Termination End Date

1840 May Great Britain Direct Contract Last printing by PB 1879  late
1847 Nov Pacific Steam Navigation Co. Direct Contract One issue only
1848 Nov Mauritius Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1848 Nov Trinidad Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan

1851 Jul New Brunswick Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1851 Jul
1851 Jul Nova Scotia Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1851 Jul
1852 Jan Barbados Direct Contract Plates to De La Rue 1874 Nov
1852 Dec Chile Direct Contract Plates to Country 1860 Aug
1853 Apr Cape of Good Hope Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1853 Aug Western Australia Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1854 Mar South Australia Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1854 Mar
1854 Apr Victoria Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1854 Mar
1854 Sep New Zealand Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1854 Sep
1854 Dec Tasmania Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1854 Dec
1855 Jan New South Wales Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1855 Jan
1855 Jul Ceylon Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1855 Sep St. Helena Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1856 Sep Newfoundland Direct Contract Last printing by PB 1861 Nov
1858 Oct Ionian Islands Direct Contract One issue only
1859 Mar Natal Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1859 May Bahamas Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan

1860 Jun Queensland Direct Contract Plates sent to Colony 1861 Jun
1860 Nov St. Lucia Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1862 Jan
1861 Mar St. Vincent Direct Contract Plates to De La Rue 1882 Feb
1861 Apr Grenada Direct Contract Last printing by PB 1881 Apr
1862 Jun Antigua Crown Colonies Contract Plates to De La Rue 1871 Nov
1865 Nov Liannos Post Direct Contract One issue only
1866 Dec Turks Islands Direct Contract Plates to De La Rue 1881 Mar

Overprinted De La Rue printings of Antigua from Perkins Bacon plates
Montserrat Crown Colonies Contract 1876 Sep
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Appendix C

The Periods of Use of Watermarked Papers for Postage Stamps

Perkins, Bacon Contracts

Watermark Country Period of Use

Small Crown Great Britain only 1840 May to 1855 Aug
Large Crown (I) Great Britain only 1855 May to 1861 Mar
Large Crown (II) Great Britain only 1861 ??? to 1880 Mar
Halfpenny Great Britain only 1870 Oct to 1879 Jun

No Watermark Used for most early overseas printings 1847 Nov to 1866 Dec
Large Star Large Colonial stamps plus a few others 1854 Apr to 1881 Apr
Small Star Small Colonial stamps 1860 Jun to 1882 Feb

Numerals Used for London and local printings for Chile, New South Wales, Tasmania and 
Ionian Islands

Swan Used for London and local printings of
Western Australia 1853 Aug to 1862 Jan

Anchor Used for  Cape of Good Hope 1853 Apr to 1862 Jan

Other papers used by Perkins, Bacon or used for printings in the Colony from Perkins, Bacon plates included -
Small Truncated Star (Queensland), Script (Queensland), Broad Star (South Australia & Grenada), Crown & 
NSW (New South Wales).

De La Rue Contracts

No Watermark Used for most early overseas printings 1862 Jan to 1864 Apr
Crown CC Used for most Colonies 1863 Jan to 1882 Apr
Ceylon Crown CC Special paper for 240 setting of Large stamps 1866 Oct to 1872 Sep
Crown CA Used for most Colonies 1882 Apr to 1900 +
Anchor Used for  Cape of Good Hope 1863 to 1864

Other papers supplied by De La Rue and used for printings from Perkins, Bacon plates included – Crown & Q 
(Queensland), NZ (New Zealand), Crown & SA (South Australia).
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Appendix D

The Periods of Use of Different Perforations for Postage Stamps
printed by Perkins, Bacon or from Perkins, Bacon plates

Somerset House Comb Perforations

Perforation Country and Comments Period of Use

Comb Perf. 16 Great Britain 1854 February to 1857 July
Comb Perf. 14 Great Britain 1855 January onwards

Colonial work Occasional use 1859 onwards

Perkins, Bacon Perforations

Imperforate Great Britain and most overseas contracts 1840 to 1860 June
Pin Perf. 12½ Trinidad, Barbados 1859 June 
Pin Perf. 13½-14 Trinidad, Barbados 1859 June
Line Perf 14-16 “A” Machine

Clean cut perf. Electric Telegraph Company,
Trinidad, Queensland,
Bahamas, Barbados, Ceylon,
Western Australia 1860 June to early 1861

Intermediate perf. Many Colonies 1860 late to early 1861
Rough perf. Most Colonies 1861 April onwards

“A” Machine repaired Barbados, Grenada,
St. Vincent, Turks Islands 1872 late

Line Perf. 11-12 “B” Machine St. Vincent, Turks Islands
plus some trial printings 1862 June onwards

Compound “B” Machine x “A” Machine Barbados, St. Vincent,
Turks Islands Occasional

Line Perf. 14¼ Grenada Postage and Revenues only 1881 April - one delivery only

De La Rue Perforations

Imperforate St. Helena, Cape of Good Hope 1862 to 1864
Line Perf. 11½-12 Bahamas, Trinidad, Ceylon 1862 to 1863
Line Perf. 11 Bahamas, Trinidad 1862 to 1863
Line Perf. 13 Bahamas, Barbados, Ceylon, Natal, Trinidad,

Western Australia 1863 to 1864
Line Perf. 12½ Most Colonies 1863 to 1876
Line Perf. 14 Most Colonies From 1876
Compound Line perf. 12½ x 14 - Barbados, St. Helena, Trinidad Occasional
Line Perf. 12 Occasional use for several Colonies From 1882 
Comb Perf. 14 St. Vincent From 1882



32

Known also with the “Coronation Robes” portrait of Queen Victoria
in the central oval frame in place of £1

©  C. G. Harman - 2007

circa 1840
Proof of value tablet of a bank note (enlarged)


