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SOCIETY PROGRAMME OF EVENTS & INFORMATION 
Biennial Convention 
To be held at the Corus Hotel, Warwick, on Friday 30th September and Saturday 1st October 2005. 
Formal speakers / displays by: 

• Alan Becker � St. Vincent 

• Brian Brookes � St. Christopher 
The Programme and booking form were included in the June issue and are on the web site. 
For any late bookings, please book the hotel directly and mention BWISC to obtain the discount. 
Philatex 2006 
Saturday October 29th 2006 in Room 33 at the Horticultural Halls, Greycoat St London SW1. 

To include a BWISC Meeting from 15.00 - 17.30.� deta ils to follow. 

AGM & Auction 
� is to be held at Gosvenor Auctions premises in the Stra nd on 6 May 2006. 

Members� Displays 
On the afternoon of Saturday 8th October, John Davis is displaying War Tax overprints of the 
British Empire at the National Philatelic Society in Charterhouse Street, London, and in the evening 
of Tuesday 18th October, he is giving a similar display to the Solihull Philatelic Society. In both 
cases, the displays will include material both from the West Indies and from other countries in the 
Empire. If anyone would like further details, please feel free to contact him 
(john.davis69@btopenworld.com). 
Taking this a stage further, if any members would like him to display at their local Philatelic 
Societies, then please contact him. 
James Podger has entered 3 frames of QV & KEVII Cayman Islands at Autumn Stampex. 
David Horry writes �  
Being stuck out in Shanghai means I do not always enjoy the opportunity to commune with the rest 
of the world on the subject of Caribbean postmarks. I have set up this new site �British West Indian 
Postmarks� in order to maximise the dialogue on the subject. If you are interested please join me � 
it costs nothing to be a member. My personal interests are the KGVI � early QEII period, but this 
site is intended to cover all the reigns. Please tell all Caribbean markophilists that:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwipmks now exists. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwipmks
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Two years ago, I wrote in the September Bulletin asking members to think seriously about 
attending our bi-ennial Convention to be held at the Honiley Court Hotel, near Warwick. We had a 
good attendance that year; however, I still feel that there are more of you out there who would 
benefit from attending, but who seem to baulk at making the effort to come. There is no need to 
stay at the hotel overnight, you can just come along on the Saturday for the small cost of £5 
attendance fee, and who knows, you may find material that you have been looking for, for ages. 
Many members bid at our annual auctions and I feel they these members would gain from being 
able to look at the material available on the dealers� tables as well as on the members� table. We 
have 2 formal displays in prospect, featuring the colonies of St. Christopher and St. Vincent. The 
day is supplemented by less formal, but equally interesting, displays. Who knows, you may meet 
fellow collectors with similar areas of collecting; many of us have forged friendships with others of 
similar interests over the years. You don�t need to be an advanced collector to attend; there will be 
many specialists on hand to help with your queries who will be only too glad to explain that elusive 
item, the identity of which you have never been able to decide upon. After the success of John 
Davis� War Tax workshop at our Jubilee, Allan Leverton intends holding a similar event during the 
day centering on the Bermuda �Prague Covers� (Editors note: Fred Lang has written an article on 
this subject that will be available for review at the Convention and is likely to be published in the 
December Bulletin). 
Do try to come along if you can, you will be surprised how enjoyable a day you will have! 
On a completely different subject, I was approached by one of our members, Bob Swarbrick, to 
assist in the production of a book, written by him and being published by the Stuart Rossiter Trust. 
This book, titled �The Royal Marines: Home and Abroad: A Postal History 1664�1994�, has only 
limited West Indies interest; however, it is a very interesting topic and Bob�s knowledge of his 
subject shines through on every page. With luck, I should have a couple of copies at the 
Convention for members to peruse; failing that, I will have some flyers explaining the book in more 
detail. 
Editors note: 
I also understand that Peter has been asked to give a talk to the Stuart Rossiter Trust on his role in 
producing philatelic literature for societies in the limited numbers that this requires (at the RPSL on 
28th October). 
This is a very prestigious invitation that recognises the efforts being made by Peter, reinforcing the 
contribution being made by the BWISC and its members to the advancement of philately. 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
STAMPS OF BARBADOS VOL 2 BY EDMUND BAYLEY 

At long last I have completed Volume 2 of the Stamps of Barbados and this is now in the hands of 
the printers, Coles Printery Limited, who did the first Volume. Volume 2 will cover the period from 
1953 to 1978, the first 25 years of the reign of Her Majesty QE2. It will include Postage Stamps, 
Postage Due Stamps, Revenue Stamps and all Postal Stationery issued during this period. I am at 
present awaiting a final price from the printers before making a grand announcement to the 
philatelic world. I expect that Volume 2 will be ready in the Fall of 2005. Like the first Volume, the 
edition will be limited to 1,000 copies each of which will carry it own distinctive number. 

MADAME JOSEPH REVISITED BY BRIAN CARTWRIGHT 
Brian displayed at the Jubilee meeting at the Royal last year extracts from his Mme Joseph 
collection, which includes many BWI forged postmarks. 

Brian�s book �Madame Joseph Revisited� is now available from SG (at 399 Strand) at a cost of £49. 

The book comes boxed together with a ring binder of acetate sheets of the cancellations, to aid 
identification. 

Brian also offers (if at work on that day) to sign a copy but he doubts it will increase the resale 
value! 
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BCPSG ANNUAL MEETING AT INDYPEX 7-10 JULY 2005 BY CHARLES FREELAND 
Our sister grouping the US held its AGM and auction this year in Indianapolis and I was able to join 
them for most of the weekend. The group normally meets in the sidelines of a regional competitive 
event, of which there are many in the different states, and traditionally its members provide some 
of the strongest exhibits. This particular meeting held a number of points of interest to our 
membership. 
First, Steve Jarvis was awarded the 2005 Ed Addiss award for �lifetime achievement in philatelic 
writing and research� (I know Steve will not mention it unless I do). The chairman of the Awards 
Committee, Rob Wynstra, in announcing that Steve had won it, said that two particular activities 
had been taken into account, his co-authorship of the mammoth Jamaica Encyclopaedia with co-
author Derek Sutcliffe and his editorship of the Bulletin. Several BCPSG members said to me that 
they wish the BCPSG Journal could aspire to the same standards. The editor is a key figure and it 
is not so long ago that we were looking enviously at the Journal under Michel Forand�s 
distinguished editorship. Michel was a previous winner of the Addiss Award (named after Ed 
Addiss who bequeathed the group $15,000 plus to finance its publications programme). The other 
BCPSG Awards went to Ben Ramkissoon (Cooley award for service to the Group) and Ian 
Matheson (Durnin Award for the best Journal article). 
The other point of relevance to the BWISC was a decision to exchange space in each of our 
journals to advertise events and publications. Maybe I am naïve but I thought we were doing that 
already, anyway now it�s official. Another point from the business meeting is that the BCPSG will 
have a promotions table at the FIP International in Washington next May and has booked a room 
for a meeting of the group on Saturday 27 May, the first full day of the show. As at Pacific 97, there 
will be no official BCPSG hotel and we have been told the convention hotels with negotiated 
discounts are filling fast so if you plan to attend get on the website now (www.washington-
2006.org).   
The BCPSG is much more competition-oriented than the BWISC. They count many gold medal 
winners among their members and these collections start as quite modest displays in the local 
shows. A relatively bland exhibit can get a gold if it is well organised and displays reasonable 
philatelic knowledge. The emphasis is thus on presentation and not rarity, and strong computer 
skills are obviously an enormous advantage. Jim Stern, whose Cayman Is registered mail was sold 
at Shreves a few years ago, has just donated $5,000 to the group to fund a series of $250 awards 
to any member obtaining a first medal award at a national show. Given the low threshold that 
means any first time exhibitor would qualify, but to restrict a potential flood of new members the 
Group wisely agreed to my suggestion to restrict the award to displays of BWI material.  
Peter McCann was one of the judges at Indypex, another group tradition (Peter as well as Dan and 
Pat Walker will be on the Washington Jury). The top award for the Group at Indypex was the 
Reserve Grand for Rob Wynstra�s Leeward Is village mail, which was no mean achievement as 
there were several impressive US exhibits in the show. As a previous winner, Rob was ineligible 
for the Cameron Award for the best BWI exhibit by a BCPSG member and so this went to Ben 
Ramkissoon for his Tobago, which has been considerably enhanced since I last saw it at London 
2000. Ben also won the Grand for a one-frame exhibit for his display of the Trinidad Red Cross 
stamp and a third gold for his one-frame 1898 Trinidad Columbus commemorative (you are getting 
greedy, Ben). Ed Waterous won the Marcus White Award for the best postal stationery exhibit for 
his Bahamas, a very clean exhibit featuring some nice proof material. Each of these won show 
golds as well as Paul Larsen (Barbados 1903-1935, including four gorgeous early booklets), Jerry 
Hart (Barbados GVI covers) and Duane Larson (Jamaica). Mike Nethersole might also have won a 
gold for his early St Vincent if he had used a computer to write it up. 
The only disappointment was the group�s auction which does not compare in quality to the 
BWISC�s, although the right material gets good prices. On this occasion the auction was 
particularly thin following the appointment of a new auction manager. We are lucky to have Simon 
in charge of ours and need to start thinking soon about succession as a good part of the Circle�s 
income comes from our auction and sales commissions. 
Altogether a worthwhile weekend. After Washington, the Group will next meet on the island of 
St.Vincent in late May 2007�if that doesn�t tempt you, nothing will. 
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BAHAMAS 
WAR TAX OVERPRINT ERRORS �  A CONUNDRUM BY PHIL MACMURDIE 

During recent years Bahamas collectors have been fortunate in seeing a number of major 
collections coming onto the open market through various auction houses. These have included the 
1999 Staircase and Ludington (1999) collections as well as more recent sales e.g., Fraser (2003) 
and several un-named. Within these and several other less specialised sales a good selection of 
�WAR TAX� overprint varieties, including doubles, inverted overprints etc. have been offered.  
Introduction 
Overprints were done on both the �Head Type� and the �Staircase� issues. 
Stamps used for overprinting: 

• Head Type � Wmk Multiple Crown Block CA 
• ‰d Green 
• 1d Carmine (shades) 
• 1/- Grey-black and Carmine. 

Staircase Type � Wmk Multiple Crown Block CA 

• 1d Black and Scarlet 
• 3d Purple on Lemon 
• 3d Brown and Black 

Overprint varieties have long been accepted upon the �Staircase� issues owing to the complicated 
nature of how the overprint was applied (in half sheets of 30 � per Gisburn, 1950 and Huber, 
1918). This paper is only concerned with the overprint errors found upon the �Head Type� stamps. 
Overview of the Bahamas WAR TAX �Head Type� stamps 
The Bahamas issued a total of three �sets� of war tax issues for the period 1918-1919. 
First Issue (SG 91, 92, 95) 
The first series were overprinted locally in black sans-serif characters. The ‰d, 1d and 1/- stamps 
overprinted in panes of sixty and issued in February 1918. 
Second Issue (SG 96, 97, 99) 
All three values overprinted in block capitals by De La Rue in London � Overprinted in sheets of 
120 and distributed to the Bahamas May 1918. 
Third Issue (SG 102, 103, 104) 
All three values overprinted in block capitals in two lines by De La Rue, in London. Overprinted in 
sheets of 120 despatched April 1919. 
First Issue Overprint Varieties  
Overprint errors have only been reported upon the locally overprinted first issue and it is these 
stamps that have generally attracted some scepticism and much discussion. 
Gibbons still list the existence of the following although since 2000 have withdrawn their prices. 
SG 92 � ‰d green 

• Overprint double 
• Overprint Inverted 

SG 93 � 1d Carmine 

• Overprint double 
• Overprint Inverted 

SG 95 � 1/- Grey-black and Carmine 

• Overprint double 
Over the last few years a number of these items have appeared on the market both with and 
without expert certificates. When reviewed in isolation each stamp and its associated overprint has 
its merits, but when compared as a whole a disturbing pattern emerges. 
I have been fortunate enough to have been able to view a number of significant pieces across the 
three values in question including several complete panes of sixty and other large positional 
pieces.  
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After an exhaustive search my findings are as follows:-  

• No significant consistent printing flaws were found within the overprints (i.e. broken letters, 
missing serifs etc). 

• The clarity of the characters is consistently good. 
• The overprint is of consistent quality with no overprint displacements. 
• The ink used is always glossy and intense black in colour. 
• Minor irregularities in the vertical positioning of the overprint do occur. 

 
The below illustration shows the �Normal� overprint, which as been taken from a positional block of 
twelve. As can be seen all letters are clearly constructed and have equally extensive serifs at each 
end point. 

 
 
The same cannot be said of the overprint errors. 
When the stamps sold within the Fraser Sale (2003) are viewed as a group all exhibit the same 
overprint flaw, as follows: 
 
‰d Green � Overprint Inverted � Mint � (Lot 1101)  

• Top left of W is missing 
• Lower left serif of R missing 
• Top left horizontal of T poorly struck / weak 
• Lower left leg and serif of X missing  
 
1d Carmine � Overprint Double � Mint � (Lot 1102)  
(Overprints wide spaced apart) 

• Top left of W partially missing 
• Lower left serif of R missing (both overprints) 
• Top left horizontal of T poorly struck / weak 

(both overprints) 
• Lower left leg and serif of X missing (both 

overprints)  
 
1/- Overprint double � mint � (Lot 1105)  
(Overprints wide spaced apart) 

• Flaws as above except T only appears weaker 

 
 
On their own each of these could be an extraordinary combination with the same overprinting flaw, 
except that it could not be located on sheets or any other examples. 
 




