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Figure 6 
Cover to the U.S. dated 10 February 1859 and bearing 
(1d.) Deep Blue, SG 10 (Sc 6) and (4d.) Brownish-red. 

1d. Inland rate + 4d. Packet charge to St. Thomas pre-paid. 
Black ó10ô: 10¢. U.S. packet charge due. 

 
 
 

 

 BULLETIN No.  202  SEPTEMBER 2004 

 
 
 

ISSN 0953-8720 



BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE 
 

Affiliated to the Association of British Philatelic Societies 
 

OBJECTS 
1 TO promote interest in and the study of the stamps and postal history of the islands that comprise the 

British West Indies and in addition BERMUDA, BRITISH GUIANA (GUYANA) and BRITISH 
HONDURAS (BELIZE) and the Postal History and markings of all other Caribbean territories during 
any period that they were under British administration or control, and those British Post Offices which 
operated in the Caribbean, and Central or South America. 

2 TO issue a quarterly BULLETIN containing articles, items of interest and other features. 
3 TO loan books from the Circle library (home members only). Borrowers bear postage both ways. 
4 TO publicise 'wants' and furnish opinions on stamp(s) and/or cover(s) for a nominal fee. 
5 TO encourage, assist or sponsor the authorship and publication of definitive handbooks, monographs 

or other works of reference appropriate to the aim in paragraph 1 above. 
 

Officers & Contact Details 
Web Site: www.bwisc.org 

Founder: P.T. Saunders, FRPSL 

President: E.V. Toeg, FRPSL 

Vice-Presidents: Charles Freeland, FRPSL: Bank for International Settlements, 

4002 Basel, Switzerland 
Tel. 41-61-361-1205 (H) 41-61-280-8058 (W), e-mail Charles.freeland@bis.org 

 Simon Goldblatt: 39, Essex Street, London, WC2R 3AT 

Tel. 0207-730-8280 (H) 0207-832-1111 (W) 0207-353-3978 (F) 

 Derek M. Nathan, FRPSL: 7 Cromford Way, New Malden. Surrey. KT3 3BB 

Tel: 0208-942-3881, e-mail: dmn@dircon co.uk 

Hon. Chairman: Peter Ford: Box 665, CTRA. Cabo La Nao 71-6, 03730 Javea, Alicante, Spain. 

Tel. 0034-966-472 158, e-mail: peterf@bwisc.org 

Hon. Secretary: Peter G. Boulton: 84 Tangier Road, Richmond, Surrey. TW10 5DN. 

Tel. 020 8876 6803 

Hon. Treasurer: Ray Stanton: The Old Rectory, Salmonby, Lincs. LN9 6PX. 

Tel. 01507-533742, e-mail: rjstanton@tiscali.co.uk 

Hon. Editor: Steve Jarvis: 5 Redbridge Drive, Andover, Hants SP10 2LF. 

Tel. 01264-358065, e-mail: info@bwisc.org 

Hon. Librarian: Ian Jakes: 1 Sherwood Street, Warsop, Mansfield, Notts NG20 0JP 

DX 717390 Mansfield 7, Tel. 01623-842095, e-mail: jakeslaw@hotmail.com. 

Hon. Publications 
Officer: 

Peter Ford: ï see above 

Publications 
Sales: 

David Druett: Pennymead Auctions,1 Brewerton St. Knaresborough, HG5 8AZ 

Tel. 01423-865962, e-mail: pennymead@aol.com 

Hon. Public 
Relations Officer. 

Phil MacMurdie: 65 Hillside Crescent, Enfield, Middlesex, EN2 0HP 
Tel. 020 8366 4082, e-mail: philipmacmurdie@hbosplc.com 

Committee: Michael Hamilton, Dennis Mitton and Nigel Chandler 

Hon. Auditor: J.A.C. Farmer, F.C.A. FRPSL 

North American 
Representative: 

John Seidl: 4324 Granby Way Marietta GA 30062 USA, 

e-mail: jseidl@mindspring.com 

Study Group 
Leaders: 

Listed in December 2003 Bulletin 
and on the Web Site 

 
 



September 2004 No. 202 

 Page 3 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 
  Page 
Programme Of Society Events   
Antigua - General Post Office  Michael Rego 4 
Antigua - QV keyplate sloping 2 Update Charles Freeland 5 
Antigua - The Year Of The Great Flood - 1969 D. C. Ford 7 
Barbados ï The 1855 (4d) Stamp Fitz Roett 10 
Cayman Islands - The King Edward VII Plate 2 

Postage Revenue 1d & 6d Denominations. 
James Podger and Kevin Darcy 16 

Montserrat - War Stamp 1½d Black And Orange. SG 62 John Davis 26 
St Lucia - 1892 Tax Marking Alister Kinnon 26 
St Vincent - Postmark Forgery? John Cowell 27 
Trinidad - 21mm Circular Datestamp (Proud Type D15) Michael Medlicott 27 
Virgin Islands - The William Frazer Collection Simon Goldblatt 29 
Auction Update Charles Freeland 32 
Membership & Library  35 
 

PROGRAMME OF SOCIETY EVENTS 

Golden Jubilee 2004 

Saturday 30 and Sunday 31 October 2004. 

See enclosed Flyer for programme details. 

Annual General Meeting and Auction 2005 

Saturday 23rd April 2005 at Grosvenor Auctions premises in the Strand. 

SUBSCRIPTION 

Please view the bottom right of the mailing sheet to check your subscription has been paid. 

AWARDS 

Congratulations to Dr. Peter McCann who won a Gold plus Felicitations at ESPANA 2004 in 
Valencia for his Turks & Caicos and Don Napier who won a Large Vermeil with his early Jamaica 
Letters. 

 

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 

 
 Page   Page 
BWISC Publications 5  BWISC Publications 27 
Argyll Etkin 6  Murray Payne 28 
Peter Singer 6  Willard S Allman 28 
Pennymead Auctions 8  BCPSG 33 
Bonhams 9  Bridger & Kay Guernsey 34 
Grosvenor Auctions 15  Frederick P. Schmitt 34 
Spink 18/19  Stamp Insurance Services 34 
Stanley Gibbons 25  Harmers Back Cover 

Please mention the Bulletin to advertisers when making enquiries. 

 

Current Rates For Advertising per Bulletin: 
 One quarter page b/w £12.50 One half page b/w £18.75 
 One full page b/w 

   (other than the back page) 
£30.00 The back page b/w £37.50 

 Centre spread b/w £60.00 Colour Ask 
 
Please submit any enquiry re advertising to the editor. 



No. 202 September 2004 

Page 4  

ANTIGUA 

GENERAL POST OFFICE  BY MICHAEL REGO 

 

 

G.P.O. The picture taken by Jose Anjo a local photographer, shows the General Post Office and 
postmen of St.Johnôs, circa 1922.  There appears to be two rankings of postmen, with most having 
the white cork-hats dating back to Victorian times, while two men carry a small peaked black cap.  
Over the main door is a large sign óGeneral Post Officeô facing the High Street. At this time 
St.Johnôs General Post Office was situated on the left-hand side of High Street looking inland, not 
too far from where the street terminated near the main landing wharf. St.Johnôs was the only part of 
the island where postman delivered letters door-to-door, the other people of the island had to 
collect their mail from the nearest village post office. 

The building is connected by telephone and telegraph, and is typical of many in St.Johnôs at this 
period, (some still survive), but is distinctively recognisable from the roof having three peaks, the 
first being smaller than the other two. 

At this time, 1922, the GPO was responsible not only for St.Johnôs, and Barbuda, but 11 sub-
offices. The rental of a Private Letter Box at the GPO, depending on size, was rated at 5s to 10s a 
year. The letter-post limits were governed by size and were 2 feet in length by 1 foot in width or 
depth. The posting of any letter for abroad containing coins was prohibited, and if discovered, after 
acceptance, would either be compulsorily registered at double the registration fee or returned to 
the sender. 

 

Postal Rates in 1922.  The letter rate within the Leeward Islands was 1d for the first ounce then 
½d for every additional ounce. Letters to the UK, British Empire and the United States, including 
the US Virgin Islands and Porto Rico, was 2d for the first ounce, then 1½d for each additional oz or 
fraction thereof.  All other foreign countries were 3d for the first ounce, then 1½d for each 
additional oz or fraction thereof.  Postcards were rated at 1½d single, 3d reply card. Book postage 
included not only books, but newspapers and any printed matter charged at ½d for every 2 ounces 
or fraction thereof. The book-post was governed by size similar to that of the letter post for British 
countries with a weight limit of 5 lbs, but for foreign countries it was not to exceed 18 inches in 
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length and 4lbs in weight. All overseas parcels were subject to Customs regulations. If a 
newspaper within the colony (Leeward Islands) was published it would be rated at ¼d for 4 
ounces. Registration fee could be applied to all postal matter except parcels, unless destined to the 
US, the rate being 3d, for advice of delivery 3d, the limit of compensation was £2. 

Parcel-Post was limited in size, length, breadth, depth to 3½ feet and weight to 11 lbs. Rates to 
Leeward Islands colonies were 6d to 3 lbs, 1s 0d to 7 lbs, 1s 6d to 11 lbs.  And to the UK and its 
possessions 2s to 3 lbs, 3s 9d to 7 lbs, 5s 0d to 11 lbs, and to the US at 6d per lb. 

 

Overseas Mail. British and foreign mails were conveyed by steamers of the Royal Mail Line 
(Canada-West Indies) and the Quebec Steamship Company (New York-West Indies). These two 
steamship services provided a West Indies inter-island mail connection (via Canada) or (via New 
York), for onward European mail transmission. 

ANTIGUA 

QV KEYPLATE SLOPING 2 UPDATE BY CHARLES FREELAND 

My article in the March bulletin was shortly followed by a discovery that confirmed my beliefs. This 
was a left hand pane of the 1887 2 1/2d ultramarine that shows a different flaw state from the two 
left hand panes in the Swetland and Pearse collections. On my pane, pos 3/1 shows the large 2 
sloping (Gibbons type 3), compared with the normal 2s on the other two panes. The other constant 
flaws, the second sloping 2 on 7/1 as well as the more minor flaws on 5/1, 6/3 and 10/4 that I 
mentioned in my earlier article are the same as the other panes.  

The evidence confirms that we have two flaw states signifying damage to pos 3/1 of the plate 
during one of the printing runs that was imperfectly repaired. What is intriguing is to consider that 
as the same duty plate was used for both right and left panes, we should be able to find a right 
hand pane with a normal 2 in pos 3/3é..please check your holdings. 

 
 

 

 

 

'ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF JAMAICAN PHILATELY' 

VOLUME 9 

MILITARY, CENSORSHIP AND PATRIOTIC MAILS 
by 

Derek Sutcliffe, FRPSL 

Following on from his earlier work, the author has completely reviewed his extensive 
collection and produced a fascinating work. 

Complemented by many illustrations of both covers and handstamps, 
it guides the collector through the markings of all Allied Forces that 

spent time in Jamaica as well as the present-day Jamaica Defence Force markings. 

 

Contained in a handsome customised Multi-ringed binder, 
 this book is a must for collectors of Jamaica and Military Mails 

 

Price: £38 plus postage (BWlSC Members' discount £6) 
Available from David Druett of Pennymead Auctions, 1, Brewerton Street, 

Knaresborough, N. YORKS, HG5 8AZ 
or Pennymead@aol.com 

 

mailto:Pennymead@aol.com
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OFFERS FROM STOCK 

DOMINI CA 1901. A registered cover to Paris, franked Leeward Islands 1890 1d pair & 2½d £65 

DOMINICA 1920.  Formula registration envelope, size H, sent from Dominica to Austria, franked 

Dominica 1918 ½d & 3d War Tax stamps and Leewards 1913 ½d green strip of 4 and a single. £250 

GRENADA 1929. A De La Rue die-proof of F size registration envelope, black printing, endorsed in 

ms. "Grenada 2580, appd 12/1, F size". £475 

GRENADA 1875. Queen Victoria, an imperforate plate proof in black of the design as SG Type 5, in 

horizontal pair on wove paper. £95 

JAMAICA 1920.  De La Rue die proof of the vignette for the ½d value, pictorial issue, black on 

glazed card ms. date 16/6/20, "BEFORE STRIKING". £400 

LEEWARD ISLANDS / DOMINICA 1897.  A cover to Holland franked Leewards 1/- green & 

carmine, cancelled Dominica cds. £150 

LEEWARD ISLANDS 1912-22. KGV MCA issue, ¼d to 5/-, SG 46-57 (3d x 2, 1/- x 3, 5/- x 2) 

overprinted SPECIMEN, the 2d & 2/- showing óshort leg to Mô variety. £275 

MONTSERRAT 1903. KE 5/- Imperforate Colour Trial in dull purple & bright blue, on gummed 

watermarked paper. £350 

ST KITTS -NEVIS 1943. KGVI 5s grey-green, perf 14, showing variety "break in oval at foot" (SG 

77 ad) one blunt perf, very fresh unmounted mint. £300 

ST VINCENT 1881. 4d bright blue, watermark small star upright, perf 11-12½ (SG 38) fine used by 

light A10 cancel. £60 

 

 
Ramillies Building, 1-9 Hills Place, London W1F 7SA 

Tel: 020 7437 7800           Fax: 020 7434 1060 

Eï mail: philatelists@argyll-etkin.com           Website: www.argylle-etkin.com  

http://argyll-etkin.com/
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ANTIGUA 

THE YEAR OF THE GREAT FLOOD - 1969 BY D. C. FORD 

Antigua was for many years an island whose main agricultural interest was the production of sugar. 
Due to a natural change in climate or wind, the average rainfall fell from some 40 inches to less 
than 10 inches, which made the cultivation of sugar impossible, or uneconomic. 

In 1969 there was a change in the weather pattern. In April/May there was one night in particular 
when it rained, and rained, and rained. I was there employed in a bank. 

On the night in question I was at a party in a converted sugarmill house, which was conical in 
shape with living accommodation built some 20 feet above the ground, with glazed-in views all 
round. The large room was like a doughnut sitting on a cone. After some time had passed, eating 
and drinking, a storm began to dominate the pleasant proceedings, of such ferocity that a scene 
from Wagner's Gotterdammerung was the only comparison. It appeared to be all round the 
building. 

I struggled to get home in a small car, and was fortunate to do so without incident. Another friend 
who lived on a small incline reported that during the storm there was at least 18 inches of water on 
a 30 degree slope, on the road outside his home. 

The morning brought a report in the local radio and press that some 12.5 inches of rain had fallen 
in the night. Storm drains in excess of 20 feet deep were overflowing with water. An earth dam 
constructed to retain water in the event of rain was moved some 300 feet by the power of the 
water. (At the month's end the total rain for the month was given as 29.5 inches.) 

In the banking world we gradually began to receive complaints from our overseas correspondents 
that they were not receiving correspondence or drafts in settlement that had been expected. After 
several enquiries at the main post office in St. John's, the Postmaster finally admitted that a 
quantity of mail had been damaged by water as a result of the excessive rain, which had seeped 
into the premises. It was then revealed that the mail was usually sorted on the floor, had been left 
there overnight and when the ground floor was flooded, the mail was not then in a fit state to be 
forwarded. 

I illustrate a copy of the only cover which became available to me at this time, which bears the 
handstamp: POSTAGE PAID / MAIL DAMAGED BY EXCESSIVE RAIN / POSTMASTER 

 

As is to be expected the space for the signature had been left blank. Whilst not exactly philatelic, 
the very popular book `Don't Stop The Carnivalô by Herman Wouk was on sale at the time and 
recorded in part similar scenes to those experienced in Antigua, in particular, where the rain fell 
offshore into the sea for no apparent reason. After the Great Flood this event continued regularly 
and until I left the island there was no recurrence of the storm and the dry semi-drought conditions 
continued. 



No. 202 September 2004 

Page 8  

 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE FOR SALE  
The following selection is but a tiny portion of my stock which can best be viewed online at my website.  For those not yet 
connected please I can send a print out of relevant stock against a list of your interests.  Post and packing is extra.  
Payment by cheque of credit card
BENDON J. U.P.U. Specimen Stamps. The distribution 

of specimen stamps by the International Bureau of the 
U.P.U. Limassol. 1988. 260pp.  1st ed., fine in D/W. 
Incs all Specimen ovpts with detailed notes on the 
distribution. £20 

BRIDGER & KAYE 1980 Commonwealth Five Reigns 

catalogue. B & K. 1980. 528pp.  Fine in orig. cloth. 
Specialised catalogue of QV-GVI issues with much 
detail not found elsewhere.  The last edition produced. 
£10 

COCKRILL P. K.N.S.M. The Royal Netherlands 

Steamship Company (1856-1981) Cockrill Series 
booklet 26. 1981. 56pp, 1st ed., fine in card covers. 
Company history plus detailed listing of postal markings 
and ship's cachets. £8 

DE WORMS P. Perkins Bacon Records. R.P.S., 

London. 1953. 2 vols.  867pp.  1st ed., fine in orig. blue 
cloth. Important source for info on printings of this firm. 
£100 

DORN J. The forged stamps of all countries. J. Dorn, 

London. 1920 (Circa). 240pp.  1st ed., clean in worn 
card covers. Illustrated guide to philatelic forgeries. £24 

EAREE Rev. R.B. Album Weeds; or, how to detect 

forged stamps. Stanley Gibbons. 1892. 726pp.  
Revised and enlarged 2nd ed., some minor tone 
spotting otherwise fine in orig. decorated cloth with gilt 
edges. A classic work on forgeries of the World. £60 

EASTON J. The De La Rue history of British and 

Foreign postage stamps 1855 to 1901. Faber & Faber. 
1958. 846pp, 1st ed., fine in soiled and torn D/W. 
Important reference work for study of these issues. £55 

FERNAU C.N. A short guide to Jamaican postmarks. 

GB & CW PS, Switzerland. 2002. 44pp + folding map in 
rear pocket.  1st ed., clean in card covers. Useful little 
guide with check list of P.O.'s and illustrations of 
postmark types. £8 

HEINS H.H. Numeral cancellations of the British Empire 

and A Glossary of abbreviated handstamps. Robson 
Lowe Ltd. 1979. 64 + 20pp.  4th ed., clean in green 
card covers.  £6 

LOWE R. British Empire Review 1961 - 1968. A 

resume of prices realised at auction for the seven 
seasons 1961-1968 of British Empire postage stamps. 
1969. 92pp.  1st ed., fine in D/W. Incls material from the 
fabulous Burrus collection.   £8 

LOWE R. Encyclopaedia of Br. Empire postage 

stamps.  Vol. V. North America.  1973. 760pp, 1st ed., 
fine in D/W. Extensive and highly detailed listings of 
stamps, proofs and postal history.  Incls Bermuda and 
British Honduras.  £25 

LOWE R. The De La Rue Key Plates. Robson Lowe 

Ltd. 1979. 32pp.  1st ed., fine in card covers. 
Background and listing of the Imperium colour trials. £5 

MEYER K.F. Disinfected Mail. Historical review and 

tentative listing of cachets, handstamp markings, wax 
seals, wafer seals and manuscript certifications 
alphabetically arranged according to countries. Gossip 
Printery, Kansas. 1962. 341 large pp.  1st ed., fine in 
orig. blue cloth.   The standard authority on the subject. 
£100 

MORLEY W. Walter Morley's catalogue and price list of 

the revenue stamps of the British Colonies, including 
railway stamps. W. Morley. 1910. 130 large pp.  2nd 
ed., fine in orig. green cloth. Pioneering study. £35 

ROBERTSON A.W. A history of the ship letters of the 

British Isles. (An encyclopaedia of maritime postal 
history). Harry Hayes. 1973. 3 vols. + appendices.  A 
facsimile reprint of the first edition.  Fine in orig. 
binders. Probably the best edition to have as the first is 
often incomplete and the later Bendon reprint is 
reduced in size. £250 

ROWE K. The postal history of the forwarding agents. 

Leonard H. Hartman, Louisville. 1984. 280 large pp.  
Revised ed., clean in original blue cloth. Detailed listing 
of all known forwarding agents marks. £35 

SAMUEL M. Specimen stamps of the Crown Colonies 

1857-1948. R.P.S. 1976. 255pp, 1st ed., fine in orig. 
cloth. Detailed listing of all Specimen ovpts. incl. the 
scarce local type handstamps.  A standard reference 
work.  £60 

SEFI A.J. An introduction to advanced philately with 

special reference to typical methods of stamp 
production. Rowley & Rowley, London. 1926. 115 large 
pp + plates.  1st ltd. ed., no. 56 of 250 copies.  Fine in 
D/W. Finely printed on hand made paper with tipped in 
examples of different types of paper and various types 
of printing. £175 

TABEART C. United Kingdom Letter Rates Inland and 

Overseas. 1635 to 1900. HH Sales, Bradford. 2003. 
264 large pp.  2nd revised ed., very fine in card covers. 
Detailed listings for all countries and including ship 
letter rates and military mail.  Very useful. £38 

TYLER V.E. Philatelic forgers. Their lives and works. 

Robson Lowe Ltd., London. 1976. 60pp.  1st ed., fine in 
D/W. Well illustrated history of postage stamp forgery 
with accounts of the forgers as well as descriptions of 
their work.   £9 

WILLIAMS L.N. Fundamentals of philately. A.P.S., 

Pennsylvannia. 1990. 862pp, revised ed., new in D/W. 
Encyclopaedic reference work explaining all aspects of 
printing and how flaws and errors are caused making 
this an indispensable work for all serious philatelists. 
£35 

WILSON SIR J. The catalogue of the Royal collection. 

British America. Dropmore Press. 48 large pp + 3 col. 
and 8 B/W plates.  In red cloth, ex libre with label on 
inside front and h/s's on rear of title page otherwise 
clean. Very scarce. £36 

 

www.pennymead.com 
1 Brewerton St., Knaresborough, HG5 8AZ   E Mail: Pennymead @aol.com  Tel 01423 865962  Fax 01423 547057 
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British West Indies at Bonhams  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
British Honduras: 1888 (March) 'TWO' on 50c. on 1/-, variety surcharge 
double (one in red, other in black), mint, offered in our June auction  
 
Bonhams regularly holds stamp auctions that contain 
stamps and postal history of interest to collectors of 
British West Indies. 
 
Forthcoming Auctions 

 
Tuesday 21 & Wednesday 22 September 

Stamps and Covers of the World 
 
Tuesday 19 October 

Stamps and Covers of the World 
 
For a complimentary catalogue or advice on buying or selling 
At Bonhams please contact Stuart Billington on 
020 7393 3890, stamps@bonhams.com 
Alternatively, catalogues can be viewed on our website at 
www.bonhams.com 

 
Bonhams 
Montpelier Street 
London SW7 1HH 
www.bonhams.com 
 
 

 

 

mailto:stamps@bonhams.com
http://www.bonhams.com/
http://www.bonhams.com/
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BARBADOS 

THE 1855 (4D) STAMP BY FITZ ROETT 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1688, the British Mail Packet service was extended to overseas ports and an Agency is stated to 
have been opened about this date in Bridgetown. The Agency was, in effect, a sub-office of the 
General Post Office, London and was operated by a Packet Agent and a Deputy Postmaster. This 
situation continued for some 163 years. 

The local Post Office Act was passed in 1851, and the island assumed responsibility for the inland 
mails. A scheme was then developed for the operation of the inland Post Office. It was not, 
however, until April 1852 that the first postage stamps were issued. 

With the passing of the 1851 Act, the Postmaster General in London naturally assumed that there 
would be no further need of the Packet Agency. However, this was not the case, and after much 
bickering the Inland Post Office and the Imperial Packet Agency were amalgamated by an Act 
passed in 1854. 

At this time, the inter-colonial packet letter rate, exclusive of the inland rate, was 4d per ½oz. The 
Inland Postmaster, therefore, ordered a supply of new (4d) stamps for the optional pre-payment of 
postage on inter-colonial packet mail. 

REQUISITION 

The first requisition for red stamps was sent on 11 November 1854 (1). Accordingly, the order for 
50,000 stamps was invoiced on 28 December 1854. The undenominated plate, comprised of 110 
subjects arranged in 11 horizontal rows of 10 stamps, was used to print the new value. Bayley (2) 
states that the new value, the (4d) Brownish red, SG 5 (Sc 4), was probably put on sale 
immediately after its arrival in the island, early in 1855. According to Kenton and Parsons (3) the 
stamps would have left on the óLa Plataô departing Southampton on 2 January 1855 and arriving at 
St. Thomas on 17 January. The stamps would have then been transferred to the óDerwentô which 
departed St. Thomas on 18th January, arriving in Barbados on 21 January 1855 

UNUSED 

In unused condition, these stamps were virtually unknown until the Perkins Bacon remainders 
came on the market towards the end of the nineteenth century. From the printing records (4), it can 
be noted that some 20 extra sheets were printed. These additional sheets were usually called 
"waste or allowance" and should have been destroyed. However, some or all eventually found their 
way on to the market. Bayley (2), in quoting the late Charles J. Phillips, estimated that between 200 
and 1,000 stamps of these imperforate stamps, mostly printed on blue paper, have survived. 
However, no mention is made of the Crown Agents find of 1896. 

It is, perhaps, from this source that the "other varieties have come to light, some of which have 
been given catalogue status, while others have not." (Bayley Pg. 207). 

MULTIPLES 
The largest block of these stamps that we have been able to trace is the one illustrated in the 
Bayley (2) handbook. This is a lovely block of 25 from the Snowden, (5) Bailey (6) and Hurlock (7) 
collections. Next is the Burrus (8) block of 10 (5 x 2) and the two blocks of 9, the first ex Charlton 
Henry (9), Amundsen (10). and the second ex Messenger (11), Hackmey (16) and de Silva (18). The 
other blocks larger than four we have noted are those of 8 (2x 4) 
from the Praportchetovitch (19) collection, 6 (3 x 2) from the 
Benwell (12) collection and the one illustrated in Figure 1. 

PLATE VARIETIES 

The two varieties recorded on this plate are: (a) Patch on Sail 
(Position 104) and (b) Gash in Throat (Position 109). Variety (a) 
appears on the Messenger block cited above, and in Figure 2, 
while Variety (b) is shown in Figure 3. The illustrations of the 
flaws are reproduced from an earlier article in the British 
Caribbean Philatelic Journal (BCPJ) (13) 
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USED 

The used examples normally encountered bear the G.P.O. numeral # 1 cancel. However, in all 
probability supplies of the stamp were sent to the other parish post offices. Their use from these 
offices appears to have been very limited, as any examples bearing the parish Type C 1 cancel (14) 
are rare. To date, we have noted stamps cancelled from only the following parishes: #3 (St. Philip), 
#5 (St. John), #6 (St. Joseph), # 7 (St. James) and # 10 (St. Peter). Of these, perhaps two 
examples are known from St. James, two from St. John and the others are all solitary examples. 
The St. Peter example is shown in Figure 4. In an effort to expand the listing of the parish cancels, 
we invite feedback from readers who may have hitherto unrecorded numbers in their collections. 

MULTIPLES 

Used pairs are exceedingly rare (see below) and we have, so far, not recorded a strip or block. 
Once again we invite feedback from readers. 

WHITE PAPER VARIETY 

In the Bayley (2) handbook on Pg. 28, attention is drawn to the existence of the (4d) printed on 
white paper. The single known used copy (Ex Snowden (5), Sir James Marshall (17) and Bailey (6) 
and which carries an RPS certificate) is illustrated.  

BISECTED 

Also on Pg. 16, Bayley draws notice to the bisected (4d) on fragment, presumably used as a 2d 
value. Why this item should exist is anyone's guess, since there is no recorded information 
pertaining to a shortage of 1d stamps between 1855 and 1861, when the imperforate (4d) was in 
use. Bayley states simply "..... status is uncertain."  

COVERS 

If the stamp, as we assume, was issued in January, 1855, it is somewhat surprising to learn that 
the earliest known date of use is 11 August 1856. This famous cover is shown in Figure 5. 
Subsequent O.H.M.S. covers recorded for Barbados, indicate that the inland (1d) in postage was 
not applied to official mail. Thus, the (4d) stamp pre-paid the inter-island packet charges. This is at 
variance with the Amundsen (10) catalogue description, wherein it is stated: óLot 19 ..... the use of 
the 4d stamp, it also exemplifies the use of this stamp to pre-pay the quadruple rate of Island 
postageô. We discussed the manuscript notations with the late Jack Arnell who was convinced that 
they are some sort of accounting markings. Two other (4d) covers without an additional stamp 
have been recorded by us. Firstly, Lot 40 in the Hart (15) sale shows only a 4d stamp -- clearly a 
(1d) stamp, to pre-pay the inland postage is missing from the cover. The other cover is from the 
well-known óBecklesô correspondence to Demerara (see below) dated 1861 and also lacks a (1d) 
stamp. This cover is new to us, but is currently for sale in a London auction without the correct 
annotation i.e. stating a stamp is missing! 

Despite the fact that only 50,000 were issued, the usage of the stamp continued for a further five 
years. Our latest recorded use on cover is dated 9 August. 1861. The next consignment of (4d) 
stamps was not invoiced until 26 September 1861. This is the Rough Perf. 14 to 16 Dull rose-red 
stamp, SG 25 (Sc 17). 

Usage of the (4d) can be divided into two distinct groups:  

Type (i) Optional and, later, compulsory pre-payment of postage on inter-colonial packet mail, 

and 

Type (ii) Compulsory pre-payment of packet charges on mail to the U.S. via St. Thomas and / or 
Havana.  

Of the covers we have recorded, the total is roughly divided equally between Types (i) and (ii). To 
date, we have not recorded the (4d) used on cover with any of the blue paper (1d)'s, SG 3/4 (Sc2, 
2a). Both of these stamps are known used on cover until 1857, so the possibility exists a new 
discovery awaits a lucky philatelist! Subsequent usage on cover can be found with the ensuing 
(1d's), thus: Imperf. (on white paper), Pin Perf., and Clean Cut. In Figure 6 (front cover), usage of 
the (4d) with an Imperf. (1d) is demonstrated - Type (ii). 

http://o.h.m.s.covers/
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Figure 7 depicts the (4d) on cover with a Pin. Perf. (1d) - Type (i). This combination introduces us 
to two items which rank amongst the finest in Barbados philately, namely used pairs of both values 
on cover. We have recorded no other pairs, on or off cover. One cover is illustrated on Plate IV of 
the Bayley (2) handbook, while the other was Lot 10064 in the Hackmey (16) sale. Both are from the 
"Beckles" correspondence. Finally, the (4d) is also recorded used on cover with the Clean Cut (1d) 
SG 18 / 19 (Sc 14 / 14a). In conclusion, (and thanks to Michael Hamilton) we wish to place on 
record the existence of a superb cover which, to the best of our knowledge, has never been on the 
auction market. It is an 11d rate, 1860 cover to Aden franked with single copies of the (4d), 6d, and 
(1d), SG 5, 11 and 15 (Sc 4, 8 and 11). 

CONCLUSION 

In this brief article we have attempted to bring together the succinct facts relating to the imperforate 
(4d) stamp of Barbados. Any additional information is welcomed from readers and will be the 
subject of a follow-up article, if warranted. 
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Figure 1. 

 
Mint block of six of the (4d) Brownish red, SG 5 (Sc 4). 

 

Figure 2 

 
Mint block of four showing the variety óPatch on Sailô 

(Position 104) - bottom left stamp. 

 

Figure 3  Figure 4 

 

 

 
Mint single showing the 
variety óGash in Throatô 

Position 109 

 Used example cancelled 
with the # 10 parish 
numeral of St. Peter 
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Figure 5 

 
O.H.M.S. cover to St. Lucia franked with a copy of the (4d) Brownish red and dated 11 

August 1856 -- the earliest known date of use of this stamp. 
The stamp pre-paid the inter-island packet rate. 
(Ex. Charlton Henry, Amundsen and Tomasini). 

 
 

 

Figure 7 

 
Cover to Antigua dated 10 April 1861 and franked with a (1d) Deep blue 

Pin Perf 14, SG 15 (Sc 11) and (4d) Brownish red.  
1d Inland rate - Red manuscript ó4ô, 4d Inter-island packet rate pre-paid. 

(Ex. W. S. Davy, C. Bayley). 
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Our May 2004 auction totalled over £1,013,940 with exceptional prices throughout. Superb 

Great Britain was joined by the outstanding collections of the Seychelles formed by the 

late Peter Morgan and of the Nigerias by the late Neville Jones, contained in specialised 

sections of the stamps and postal history of the Indian Ocean and West Africa. 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS: 

The King Edward VII Plate 2 Postage Revenue 1d & 6d Denominations. 

 By James Podger and Kevin Darcy. 

The authors are conscious that in over 90 years, since the King Edward VII plate 2 Postage & 
Revenue 1d and 6d stamps were issued, there has been no formal record of their existence. Our 
intention with this article is to show when these stamps were produced and why they have been 
ignored, from the various philatelic literature published, in the intervening years, with the exception 
that in óThe Royal Philatelic Collectionô by Sir John Wilson, it is recorded that the collection 
contains, ó6d I Pl No 2ô. [In 1997 James Podger presented Her Majesty The Queen with a top left 
block of four of the 1d from plate 2, for the Royal Collection.] In 2001, The Victoria Stamp 
Company sold the Charles Freeland óCollection of Cayman Islandsô, which included an upper left 
corner marginal plate 2 control number block of 4, of the 1d carmine: This block realised $80. The 
earliest specialised book on Cayman Island philately, óThe Cayman Islands: Their Stamps and 
Post Officeô, by D.B. Armstrong (In collaboration with C.B. Bostwick and A.J. Watkin), states, for 
the King Edward VII Postage and Revenue series, ñThe Stamps are printed from the general 
Colonial óPostage and Revenueô key-plate, No. 1, in sheets of the same size and composition as 
the óPostage-Postageô series which they supersededò. 

In 1907 the Cayman Islands changed the design of their postage stamps, from the óPOSTAGE 
POSTAGEô key-plate to the óPOSTAGE REVENUEô key-plate. The De La Rue Private Day Books 
contain information on all the printings for the óPOSTAGE REVENUEô issue, as recorded in, 
óCayman Islands: The De La Rue Recordsô, by James Podger, published in óThe British Caribbean 
Philatelic Journalô June 1997.  

The óDe La Rue Plate Registerô, held in the British Library, lists plate 1 as being the only plate 
number used for all the King Edward VII óPOSTAGE REVENUEô issues; see Figure 1. De La Rue 
fulfilled nine requisitions, for the Crown Agents, of the óPOSTAGE REVENUEô series: The first 
dated 20 November 1907, which was for the ½d and 1d values; the last dated 7 July 1911, which 
was for the ½d, 1d, 2½d and 6d values.  Of the nine requisitions for this issue, there are six that 
contain printings of the 1d value, as part of a larger requisition of denominations, three that contain 
printings of the 6d value, also as part of a larger requisition of denominations: Of these requisitions, 
there are three where the 1d and 6d values are printed as part of the same order, Requisition 
59/08, 21 August 1908, Requisition 6/09, 4 March 1909 and Requisition 51/11, 7 July 1911.  

We now have to examine from which requisition the plate 2 stamps were issued. This becomes an 
elimination exercise which is based on the 6d overprinted specimen and on issued colours. The 
first requisition, which included both stamp values, was when the 6d overprinted óspecimenô was 
issued to the Universal Postal Union. The colour of the specimen issued is dull purple & bright 
purple, which corresponds with the colour of the stamps printed from plate 1; see Figure 2. Thus 
the 59/08 requisition 6d value must have been printed from plate 1. It is harder to make a case for 
the 6/09 requisition, but we assume that these were also printed from plate 1, based on the 
following supposition: The last Cayman Island requisition for King Edward VII, 51/11 on 7 July 
1911 was for four values, as previously mentioned. There is a note in the De La Rue Private Day 
Books which mentions that the order was subsequently split and the 1d & 6d values were put 
under order 52/11. The authors believe that this split in the order, by De La Rue, was where plate 2 
was inadvertently used; see Figure 3. The case for our assumption is strengthened by the fact that 
there are no other denominations known from plate 2. Also, the correspondence of the time lends 
itself to the two stamps being from the 1911 printing. 

There are ways to tell whether one has a non plate number example, from plate 1 or from plate 2, 
although this is not strictly true for most of the 1d stamps.  

We start with the 6d: From plate 1 the stamp is coloured dull purple & bright purple, from plate 2 
the stamp is dull purple & violet-purple.  

For the 1d value there is no difference in colour between the  two plate numbers, the stamps being 
all carmine, although it is mentioned in a letter from Harry Huber to J.E.W., dated 24 Dec 1915, 
ñ1d, Edward, P & R, plates 1 and 2. I donôt think the colour shade is a good means to determine 
the individual stamps. Every printing varies slightly. Though I confess that the 1d, plate 2, only one 
printing ever sent out ï are more of a rose-carmine, compared with the carmine of plate 1ò. 
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Thus, the 1d needs other ways to determine from which plate number the individual stamp is 
printed. Unfortunately, the only stamps that can be identified, apart from plate number singles or 
multiples, or lower marginal pieces from plate 2 where the plate number is not used, as coming 
from either one or the other plates, are those from the left pane of plate 1, numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 28, and 1 and 2 from the right hand pane, as these all show a deterioration in 
the frame line at upper right of the name value tablet, see figures 11 & 11a for an example used on 
cover, dated MY 4 10. These frame breaks were identified in 1909, and written about in Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly, issue dated 10 Jul 1909. The 1d can also be identified as being printed from plate 
1, when used with a cancel dated prior to 7 July 1911. See Figure 4 showing a 6d from plate 1 
cancelled with a Georgetown type 4 canceller dated NO 24 08. 

There are three full panes of the plate 2 1d carmine known. Luckily they are of both left and right 
upper panes and thus show a 120 forme sheet; see Figures 7 and 8. No full panes of the 6d value 
from plate 2 are recorded: Multiples are shown in Figures 5 and 6. Figure 5 shows a strip from the 
left pane, and Figure 6 shows a block from the right pane. There are two known covers with 1d 
stamps from plate 2, see Figure 9, postmarked Georgetown JU 18 12 and figure 10, postmarked 
Cayman Brac MR 29 13. 

Why are these two values, printed from plate 2, not recorded in any philatelic literature? It would 
appear that there was a mini conspiracy, suppressing the information in 1912. A letter from Harry 
Huber to A.J. Watkin says, ñThe fifth and last letter contained a block of four of the 1d., Edward VII, 
showing plate #2, and this I am sending enclosed herewith. In answer to a specific enquiry as to 
whether the 2½d had been issued from plate #2, the answer is in the negative. But a further bit of 
information was given which surprised me greatly, and which concerns a higher denomination 
which was printed from plate #2. Keep this to yourself, however, until I manage to send off 
and secure a block. He says that the 1d and 6d stamps were the only two denominations issued 
with plate #2.  Itôs strange that Ewenôs has made no chronicle of this fact. Now, doesnôt that 
surprise you?ò 

There are a considerable number of references to the 1d and 6d values, printed from plate 2, in the 
A.J. Watkin archive: Most are from personal correspondence. These are reproduced, to show 
readers how much interest plate 2 caused at the time. 

Letter from Harry Huber to A.J. Watkin, 30 Jul 1912: ñI note what you say about the 1 of Edward VII 
type being printed from plate #2, and that you have a corner block, showing no control. If you care, 
Iôll try to secure you a block showing the control when I next write to the Islands. I believe that I 
have already mentioned that I have secured a pane of 60 of the 1d. This shows but one control 
number (naturally, of course, since the sheet is composed of four panes), being the right hand, 
upper pane. But I also have secured a small block of twelve, showing control #2. I havenôt been 
able to find out from the Islands ï or from any one, in fact, whether the 2½d re-issue sent out at the 
same time was printed from plate #1 or #2. It would seem strange if this should be printed from 
plate #1, and the 1d from plate #2, but sometimes these strange things are done, and it may have 
happened in this case.ò 

Letter from Harry Huber to A.J.W., 10 Sept 1912: ñNow in regard to that much discussed plate 
No.2 ï The 1d re-issued in the fall of 1911 was printed from plate #2, which contains, as you know, 
four panes, each containing 60 stamps, but before being sent to the Islands each sheet of 240 
stamps was divided into two sheets of 120 stamps, two panes of 60 side by side. Thus the pane 
which I have (upper, right hand) shows the plate #2 above the fifth stamp. No number at all 
appears in the lower margin, so evidently this is where your block which you secured from Ewenôs 
and showing no plate number, came from. The lower margins of the two upper panes would show 
no marginal reference at the bottom, neither would the two lower panes show marginal references 
at the top. The other small block of the 1d which I have is from the upper left hand pane, and 
shows #2 above the second stamp. I am going to ask my correspondent in Grand Cayman to try 
and secure for me a pane, or at least a large block, showing the plate number in the lower margins 
of the sheet, if such have been sent out to the Islands. Of course, on the sheet of the 1d, plate #1, 
the plate number appears four times, - at the bottom and top of each pane.ò 

Extract from a letter, from Harry Huber to P.M., 22 Oct 1912: ñHowever delay after delay occurred, 
and it was finally necessary to order another printing of the 1d and 2½d, Edward VII stamps. These 
arrived in the Islands sometime in October or November, last year. The 1d was printed from plate 
#2 instead of plate #1, as formerly. Do you collect plate numbers? I have been able to secure a 
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