
 
 
 

��������	
��������
�����������	
��������
�����������	
��������
�����������	
��������
�������
 

 
Trinidad �Too Late� Handstamps Figure 5 

By Michael Medlicott 
 

 

 BULLETIN No.  200  MARCH 2004 

 
 



BRITISH WEST INDIES STUDY CIRCLE 
 

Affiliated to the Association of British Philatelic Societies 
 

OBJECTS 
1 TO promote interest in and the study of the stamps and postal history of the islands that comprise the 

British West Indies and in addition BERMUDA, BRITISH GUIANA (GUYANA) and BRITISH 
HONDURAS (BELIZE) and the Postal History and markings of all other Caribbean territories during 
any period that they were under British administration or control, and those British Post Offices which 
operated in the Caribbean, and Central or South America. 

2 TO issue a quarterly BULLETIN containing articles, items of interest and other features. 
3 TO loan books from the Circle library (home members only). Borrowers bear postage both ways. 
4 TO publicise ’wants’ and furnish opinions on stamp(s) and/or cover(s) for a nominal fee. 
5 TO encourage, assist or sponsor the authorship and publication of definitive handbooks, monographs 

or other works of reference appropriate to the aim in paragraph 1 above. 
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PROGRAMME OF SOCIETY EVENTS 
York Stamp Fair 
Our thanks to Allan Leverton for looking after our table of BWISC publications at the York Stamp 
Fair in January and also to Chris Rainey and Trevor Davis, the organisers of the show, for letting 
us have the table for free. 
AGM & Annual Auction 
Saturday 24th April 2004 at Grosvenor Auctions premises at 399 �  401 Strand (3rd floor of Stanley 
Gibbons), London WC2R 0LT. Viewing from 1:15pm, AGM commences 2:15pm. 
Golden Jubilee 2004 
Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st October 2004. 
The Circle will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2004 and is planning a two-day event at the Royal 
Philatelic Society on Saturday 30th and at Spink on Sunday 31st, with a dinner on the intervening 
evening. See details on page 5. 
 

PEOPLE 
Charles Freeland Honoured 
Congratulations to our Vice-President, Charles Freeland, who has been elected as a Fellow to the 
Royal Philatelic Society of London. A well deserved honour for his encyclopaedic knowledge and 
contribution to philately. 
Peter Kaulback 
Peter Kaulback, the President of our sister organisation, the BCPSG, died suddenly on Friday, 
January 2. We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife Elizabeth, daughter Caroline and sons 
Simon and Marcus. 
Study Group Leader � St Vincent  
I am please to announce that Peter Elias has volunteered to become Group Leader for St Vincent, 
he holds the same post for the BCPSG. He has specialized in collecting all aspects of St. Vincent 
philately since his teens, about 1975. Peter actively uses the internet to exchange information and 
he has created a "Yahoo! Group" with about 20 members. He also has a web site at 
www.stvincentstamps.com. Further details can be found in his newsletter on www.bwisc.org, his e-
mail address is info@stvincentstamps.com and snail mail at PO Box 940427, Plano, TX 75094-
0427 USA. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT E. V. TOEG 
I have needed no reminding that during 2004 the Study Circle will be celebrating the first half 
century of its existence, and what an existence it has been so far! 
Although not quite being a Founder Member, I have nevertheless seen all the ups and downs over 
the years and, I am glad to say, mostly the ups have prevailed. The life blood of our Study Circle is 
contained in the Bulletin published quarterly and it was the intention of our Founder Philip 
Saunders that knowledge and information should pass between members through the Bulletin and 
not by personal contact. Philip’s reasoning, at the time, was based upon the firm belief that if 
members got to know each other, they would by-pass the Bulletin and gradually the Study Circle 
would disintegrate. Happily, this did not happen as members became acquainted and, in fact, 
many friendships have developed gradually over the years and continue to do so. However, all this 
did not occur overnight and the Bulletin which started by being small enough to carry around in 
one’s pocket, gradually, in a series of steps, increased its size until today the format is that of any 
of our hobby’s leading philatelic journals. Of course, the Bulletin like any other philatelic journal 
needs notes, articles and information to fill its pages and your contribution in this respect is of 
paramount importance. The Bulletin is only as good as the members want it to be, so please assist 
its editor who is always on the lookout for material. 
From time to time, jobs of one kind or another become vacant and require volunteers to fill them; 
please do not adopt the view that ’I never volunteer’ if you really want the Study Circle to succeed. 
Taking the long view, I think that the Study Circle will make startling progress in the years ahead, 
particularly as illustrations in colour have been introduced in this Bulletin for the first time. 
In conclusion, I would like to wish the Study Circle and its members every success in the next fifty 
years, and to remind members that the more you put into the Study Circle, the more rewarding it is 
likely to be for you - that at least is how I have found it to be, and it has brought me many happy 
years. 
 
Membership Trend 
 

Year Members Year Members Year Members 
1954 0 1964 206 1974 289 
1984 379 1994 330 2004 325 
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF BWISC BY DEREK NATHAN 
It seems unlikely that any of our members remain unaware of the celebrations due to take place 
next October 30th and 31st to commemorate our golden jubilee, but I may be able to add a little 
additional information. 
The Study Circle is probably more active now than it has been through its fifty year history. Not 
quite so many meetings as of yore, perhaps, but our publications side, under the guidance of Peter 
Ford, is going from strength to strength. 
After much consideration, your Committee has decided that Central London is the venue most 
likely to be found convenient by most members � and  let me stress that only one committee 
member lives in Central London � and that immediate ly following next Autumn�s Philatex would be 
the best date. 
On Saturday 30th, we shall meet at the Royal Philatelic Society�s rooms at 41 Devonshire Place, 
W1, where we expect to be treated to a major display by a Large Gold medal winner, Joseph 
Hackmey RDP on Barbados and by Michael Medlicott on his hitherto unseen Revenues of the 
Caribbean. 
After a snack lunch, the afternoon will be devoted to standing displays from all the territories we 
represent, with the addition of one or two extra items I�m keeping quiet about. 
In the evening, we have booked the entire basement of Getti�s, the Italian restaurant at the corner 
of Devonshire Street and Marylebone High Street, for an informal dinner. 
On Sunday, we shall be moving to a venue which will allow us to trade and some of our favourite 
dealers will be setting up shop. We have settled on Spink�s Auction room in Southampton Row, 
opposite the Bonnington. But this is not all. Simon Goldblatt and Charles Freeland are setting up 
the Golden Sale when really worthwhile items from each of our territories will be sold. And I mean 
worthwhile. There will be a minimum value for all lots and I know of one item being offered with a 
catalogue value of £12,000. 
Members from outside London will be pleased to read that Dennis Mitton is looking into hotel 
accommodation for them. Dennis would like to hear as soon as possible from members who think 
they would like help in this respect, so that he can make some bookings, subject to confirmation. 
He can be reached at 01293 883080, or at 1, Denmans, Pound Hill, Crawley, West Sussex 
RH10 3SJ. 

���������������������������� 
As stated above, on Saturday the 30th we are having displays by members covering all territories 
and associated philatelic subjects, there will be some 45 frames available. 
Displays can be between 12 up to 60 standard size sheets and members wishing to participate 
please contact me as soon as possible with a brief description of your subject and number of 
sheets. Depending upon your support and final arrangements for the day we are considering that a 
few can be formal presentations - less than 10 minutes each. Members who have not displayed 
before are most welcome to enter - 12 sheets plus a few minutes talk to expand upon your subject 
will receive equal consideration. When responding please let me know whether or not you wish to 
present your display. 
Michael Oliver, 7 Ancliffe Lane, Bolton-le-Sands, Lancs. LA5 8DS  
Tel: 01524 825 038, E-mail: mmf25go@aol.com 

JUBILEE BULLETIN BY STEVE JARVIS 
Our President has highlighted that this edition is our first excursion into colour illustrations. It is also 
our first attempt at printing the bulletin ourselves, so please be sympathetic if we make some 
mistakes. To commemorate this special event, we have increased the size to 40 pages and 
included two articles that present strongly in colour. I am always on the look out for more articles, 
half to one page are always useful, to help me structure and balance each publication. 
Please provide pictures in as high a quality as possible, for scans of covers 300dpi is suitable but 
stamps at 600dpi help me to provide enlargements that aren�t too fuzzy. 
The June bulletin will be printed at the beginning of May, articles for inclusion should be submitted 
at the latest early April. 
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Bill Atmore Remembered by Steve Jarvis & Paul Wright 
 

Bill Atmore has died at the tragically young age of 39. He was a serious student of Jamaican 
philately and his knowledge and wisdom will be sorely missed. We first met Bill, introduced by Mike 
Hamilton, at one of the many Jamaica sales held at Cavendish in the 1990s. 
Steve recalls: I was immediately impressed with his single minded approach to acquisitions. Not for 
him the accumulation of run of the mill stamps or covers, they all had to be top notch and have 
significant visual impact, estimates were ignored, he knew what he wanted, knew top items would 
always resell and was a heavy-hitter on those lots targeted. I vividly remember being out-psyched 
by him at the Vokins sale where we started competing for a double bisect on cover, I gave up at an 
early stage (well, 50% over estimate) knowing from his body language that he was determined to 
have the cover. I often wonder how high he would have gone. 
From that time the three of us were in regular touch by e-mail and always huddled together at BWI 
meetings. Bill was a particular expert on the early cancellations on adhesives and he was always 
our first port of call whenever we wanted some information or advice. He offered his knowledge 
liberally, producing a series of occasional newsletters entitled "Land of Wood and Water" and 
contributing articles to the BCPSG Journal, in particular �Temporary Adhesive Cancelling measures 
1860-1886� & �Dry Harbour A Mystery solved�. 
Paul has similar memories of his style: In his collecting approach I would single out his self-
disciplined, meticulous and exacting approach, adding perfect single items rather than splurging in 
all directions as too many of us do. And he always wanted to learn everything there was to learn 
about each item. He carried this approach to his research, concentrated in C19th postal history, 
especially on early registration, the early use for cancellation of date-stamps and manuscript 
provisionals and his scarcity listings of single ring and squared circle cancellations. He also wanted 
to reach the people behind covers - for example, researching Major Kent. Jackie, his wife, tells me 
that she shared some of this background research work, indeed, when he died  they were working 
to find out more about a letter from a Jamaican nurse who came to London for training in the 
C19th. 
Our thoughts are with his wife Jackie and their young daughter Evelyn at this time. 
 
 

 

BRITISH CARIBBEAN PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP 
 

RECENT MONOGRAPHS 
(All prices include surface postage) 

 
Leeward Islands: A Postal History Anthology (Pub–1997) 74p. £13 

 
Ludington. Postal History of Blockade Running Through Bermuda, 1861 –1865 (Pub 1996) 51 p. £13 

 
Forand & Freeland, Bermuda Mails to 1865 (Pub–1995) 124p. £13 

 
Devaux, Early Air Mails of Saint Lucia (Pub–1993) 26p. £6.50 

 

For details, please contact 
Cyril Bell 4445 Riverside Drive, Lilburn, GA 30347 USA 

 
Tel: 770 978 8948 Fax: 770 978 7547 

 
�
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April 8 auction will feature the second and final portion of the Mike Oliver Leeward Is. 

including key plate varieties and many covers 

 also further selections from Dan Walker’s Grenada postal history 

and Peter McCann’s Virgin Is. 

plus useful bits and pieces from the other islands. 

Currently on my website I have for sale a large batch of maritime covers 

all with a Bermuda connection including Lady Boats and a wreck cover 

also Grenada covers 

all of which are individually priced and for immediate sale. 

Also I have many of the out of print West Indies philatelic handbooks for sale 

together with the current BWI Study Circle books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
offer congratulations to members of the B.W.I.S.C. 

now celebrating the 50th year of their Society. 
(Our association with you is almost as long - our first advertisement in your journal 

appeared in issue No. 10, July 1956). Meanwhile, here are a few current offers:- 
BRITISH HONDURAS 1930. An air cover to Switzerland franked KGV 25c & 10c, 
two strikes of "RADIO STATION / BELIZE B.H." c.d.s. This office was open for 1‰ hours 
each week for nine months, 1928-30, letters needed a late fee of 10c £250 
BRITISH GUIANA 1931 A 2c p.s. envelope uprated 4c, sent to Dutch West Indies, 
cancelled by violet boxed "K.N.S.M. / S.S. ORANGE-NASSAU" Dutch seapost datestamp. £110  
TOBAGO 1815 A large part outer letter sheet sent from Dominica to Edinburgh with, 
on reverse a fair strike of Tobago large fleuron datestamp. £250 
TRINIDAD 1917 A cover to Port of Spain headed "O.H.M.S." bearing 1914 Red Cross Society 
One Fraction charity stamp, cancelled "San Fernando / Trinidad", with arrival mark alongside. 
on reverse, the very large, clear cachet "Oranges, Limes and Home Made Preserves / 
Gift / from Trinidad" etc. in red. £450 
ST. VINCENT 1866 4d deep blue, perf 11 to 12/1/2 block of four, a very scarce multiple.  £1,500 
ST. VINCENT 1824 An entire letter from St. Vincent to England, charged 2/4, 
backstamped with very fine "ST. VINCENT" fleuron datestamp. £500 
JAMAICA 1917 A cover to USA, franked 21/2d, opened and re-sealed with the label 
"Opened by an Officer / of the Post Office by / Express Warrant of / the Governor". £85 

 

 
Ramillies Building, 1-9 Hills Place, London W1F 7SA 

Tel: 020 7437 7800           Fax: 020 7434 1060 
E� mail: philatelists@ argyll-etkin.com           Website: www.argylle-etkin.com  
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STAMPS ON COVERS BY ERIC BATESON 

I collected used stamps of the British West Indies when living in Jamaica many years ago and on a 
visit to Curacao saw covers on sale in the tourist shop in Willemstadt airport. They were of the 
Netherlands Antilles and I could not resist buying some. I was impressed and decided that 
collecting stamps on covers would be more interesting than collecting used stamps. My favourite 
dealer in the UK (E H W and Co) from whom I had purchased used stamps for many years was 
concerned that I was making my hobby unnecessarily difficult. I also realised that collections of 
covers require more storage space than stamps so I decided to limit my interest to the pre-George 
VI issues of the British West Indies and Bermuda. 
By their nature philatelic covers bearing sets or part sets of stamps have to form the basis of this 
type of collection and I was not discouraged by the derogatory comments that they were ’only 
philatelic’ and worth little more than the value of the corresponding used stamps. In two previous 
publications (see end note) I have tried to show that this is not correct when applied to older issues 
which are not only desirable but also relatively valuable. 
In this article I wish to illustrate the difficulties I have encountered in collecting stamps on covers. 
Initially I collected only ’classical’ philatelic covers addressed to the well known names of Kiderlen, 
Wilson, Forbin etc. but soon realised I would have to include commercial and postal history items. 
It is possible to collect most commemorative issues as complete sets on a single or on matching 
sets of philatelic covers (Figure 1) but complete sets of definitive issues are only rarely available 
(Figure 2) due to the subsequent issues of different shades, colours, papers watermarks or 
perforations. 
It is possible to obtain a philatelic cover which on superficial examination appears to bear a 
complete set of a definitive issue but on closer examination shows this is not the case (Figure 
3).This cover bears the 1907 series of the Leeward Islands but the 1d carmine rose, SG38a, is 
missing. The pictorial stamps of George V often appear to be complete on philatelic covers (Figure 
4) but the later perforation changes are always absent and are very elusive on covers. 
The next best thing to complete or near complete sets of stamps on a cover are those bearing a 
large number of an issue. Figure 5 shows a cover bearing twelve values of the 1923 series of 
Dominica. It has taken seven non-matching covers to collect the remainder of the set except for the 
one pound value, which is rare on cover for all series of definitive stamps. 
In many instances it is not possible to find a cover bearing a large proportion of a stamp issue and 
the set has to be completed by several non-matching covers (Figure 6). Generally there is no 
problem with commemorative issues but there are exceptions. I have never seen the complete set 
of the 1920 Victory set of Barbados on a single cover. I have one with four values (Figure 7) and 
four other values on covers but still require ones with the 2‰d, 2s and 3s stamps. 
Then there are frustrating covers in which one or more stamps in the same series are replaced by 
a stamp or stamps from different issues to create the impression of completeness. An example 
(Figure 8) of a cover of the dry dock stamps of Bermuda. The 2d green replaced by the 2d 
caravelle issue and a 6d Queen Victoria stamp has been included to extend the set. Another 
example (Figure 9) of the lower values of the 1981 issue of British Honduras. The 1c stamp has 
been replaced by the 1c / 1d surcharge issue of 1891. To aim for a more complete collection, 
covers bearing the early issues are required including the Queen Victoria portrait stamps of 
Bermuda and Jamaica, the Britannia issues of Barbados and Trinidad (Figure 10) and the ship 
issues of B Guiana (Figure 11) which are readily obtainable but are rarely philatelic. Those bearing 
stamps of the other West Indies may be only sporadically represented in a collection. 
Covers bearing postage due, fiscal, revenue and official stamps should be included. Some of these 
are quite rare. An example bearing official and also war tax stamps of Trinidad is shown in figure 
12. This extremely philatelic cover is the only example I have seen bearing any of the official 
stamps of Trinidad. I note these stamps on covers are not priced by Stanley Gibbons. 
The stamps of the Leeward Islands also provide further scope and it is possible to collect covers 
from the different islands bearing the same stamps, which so far I have limited to the 1d 
surcharges of the Queen Victoria tablet and the Silver Jubilee sets. It is also possible to expand a 
collection with the postage due issues of St Lucia (SGD1 and 2) posted to St Lucia from other 
places. In conclusion I have tried to present an alternative way of collecting used stamps which 
may be called ’stamps on covers’. I hope this article will stimulate interest in other philatelists. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

 
 

Figure 1 � Br. Honduras. 
Belize Relief Fund. Complete set on cover to the Philippine islands, Aug 1939. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 2 � St Vincent 
Victorian tablet type complete set on a Kiderlen cover, 29 Mar 1899. 
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Figure 3 � Leeward Islands. 
A Cliquet cover from the British Virgin Islands 4 Mar 1914 

bearing Edwardian tablet single colour issue of 1907 less the 1d carmine-rose, SG38a. 
 

 
 

Figure 4 � St Lucia 
Sir Charles Belcher cover from, 8 Aug 1936 with the complete pictorial issue of George V 

perf 14 but without the three later low value stamps p 13x12 or 12x13. 
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Figure 5 � Dominica 

Another Sir Charles Belcher cover, 13 Aug 1936, with the twelve of the 1923 series of Dominica leaving 
covers bearing the remaining eight values to complete the issue. 

 

 
 

Figure 6 � Grenada 
A 1901 cover, per SS Grenada to New York with two of the tablet set, 

the ‰d and 2d issued separately in Sept. 1899. The 2d value is rarely found on a cover. 
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Figure 7 � Barbados. 
A registered (9 Mar 1930) cover with four values of the Victory set. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 8 � Bermuda 
A philatelic cover from Flatts with a series of dry dock stamps but with 2d value replaced by the 

corresponding Caravelle stamp and a Q. Victoria stamp added for good measure. 
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Figure 9 Br. Honduras 
A Leo Stein cover with a series of Q. Victoria tablet stamps 

but with the 1c replaced by the 1c / 1d of the London surcharge issue of July 1888. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 10 � Trinidad 
An example of an early cover to Edinburgh dated 27 Nov 1876 

bearing a pair of is chrome yellow SG78 stamps. 
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Figure 11 � Br. Guiana 
Another example of an early cover to London 

with a single 24c yellow green, perf. 15 dated 22 Dec 1875. 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 12 � Trinidad 
A Rufener cover to Berne of 10 Feb 1919 with 2d blue green, SG015b 

 and a block of four Id rose red SG09 and three war tax stamps. 
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Bonhams regularly holds stamp auctions that contain stamps and postal history 
of interest to collectors of British West Indies. 
 
Forthcoming Auctions 
Tuesday 16 March – Stamps and Covers of the World 
 
Tuesday 20 April - Stamps and Covers of the World 
 
For a complimentary catalogue or advice on buying or selling at Bonhams 
please contact Stuart Billington on 020 7393 3890, stamps@bonhams.com 
 
Please note that the Stamp Department has recently moved to refurbished 
Offices in Montpelier Street 

 
Bonhams 
Montpelier Street, London SW7 1HH 
www.bonhams.com 
 
�

 


